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We thank Tanner Shepard for the image of the Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pal-
lida) taken 3 May 2016 just east of Waddy, Shelby County (see p. 81). Financial support 
for color reproduction in this issue provided by the Daniel Boone National 
Forest. 
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IN MEMORIAM: DR. HERB E. SHADOWEN 
 
 Dr. Herb E. Shadowen passed away on May 18, 2016 after a battle with cancer. Herb 
was born in Crittenden County, Kentucky, to the late Jesse Ervine Shadowen and Vera Polk 
Shadowen. Jesse died when Herb was five, and circumstance resulted in Herb living at the 
Masonic Home in Louisville for 11 years until he graduated at the age of 16. Herb served in 
the United States Air Force during World War II. He earned his B.S. degree at Berea Col-
lege, his Master’s degree from the University of Kentucky, and his Ph.D. from Louisiana 
State University where he worked under Dr. George Lowery, a noted ornithologist. He 
taught at Louisiana Tech before becoming a member of the Biology Department at Western 
Kentucky University in 1961. He retired in 1988 but stayed active in the First Baptist 
Church where he served as deacon and Sunday school teacher.  
 Herb was an active contributing member of the KOS, having served as Councillor 
from 1964 to 1966, Vice-President from 1965 to 1967, and President in 1967 and 1968. He 
was editor of The Kentucky Warbler from 1973 to 1983 and continued as assistant editor 
from 1984 to 1994. He also served as compiler for the Bowling Green and Mammoth Cave 
Mid-winter Bird Counts and was responsible for two Breeding Bird Surveys for a number 
of years. Herb was a wonderful major adviser to me during my Master’s program at 
Western Kentucky University. He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Jacky Hopper 
Shadowen, and an extended family. Herb is greatly missed by me and the community he 
























Dr. Herb E. Shadowen  
 
(photo courtesy of Shadowen family and First Baptist Church of Bowling Green)
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IN MEMORIAM: WAYNE M. MASON 
 
 Wayne Mason, the son of Elbert T. Mason, Sr. and Florence Marie Mason, was born 
in Glasgow, Kentucky, on June 30, 1957. He was always interested in natural history, and 
Dr. Russell Starr and Marquita Gillenwater helped to nurture this passion through bird-
watching. Wayne earned his B.S. in Biology with an emphasis in Wildlife Ecology and 
Conservation from Western Kentucky University (WKU). He earned his Master’s degree in 
Biology under a joint program between WKU and Tennessee Technological University. He 
entered a Ph.D. program in Physiological Ecology at the University of Louisville. Wayne 
was hired at WKU in 1981, and in the same year he was stricken with a kidney disease that 
would plague him the rest of his life. He taught Ornithology, advised many students 
seeking careers in healthcare, and oversaw the Human Anatomy and Physiology program. 
He retired from WKU in 2013. 
 Wayne received many recognitions and awards including a distinguished alumni 
award from Glasgow High School, several teacher-of-the-year awards including the Ogden 
College of Science and Engineering Teacher-of-the-Year Award, the American Ornithol-
ogists’ Union Student Award, and the Black Achiever Award presented by the Barren 
County Family YMCA. He served as Vice-President and President of the South Central 
Kentucky Audubon Society, on the Editorial Advisory Board of The Kentucky Warbler, 
and as Councillor (1981-1983), Vice-President (1994-1995) and President (1996-1998) of 
the Kentucky Ornithological Society.  
 Wayne and I conducted two Breeding Bird Surveys in south-central Kentucky together 
for over 20 years. He participated in the Mammoth Cave National Park, Bowling Green, 
and Glasgow Mid-winter Bird Counts for decades, compiling the last for 41 years. Wayne 
played a key role in the transition of Dr. Russell Starr’s property on Barren River Lake to 
the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission for conservation in perpetuity. He spent 
an immense amount of time taking care of and enjoying this property, now known as 
Brigadoon State Nature Preserve. 
 Although suffering with a terrible kidney disease for decades, he never complained, 
instead staying active in the community, helping others and promoting the love of nature, 
especially birds. He was loved by all of his students, despite the fact that he held high 
standards. He leaves behind his wife, Martha, and extended family. He leaves a deep hole 

















Wayne Mason  
 
(photo courtesy of WKU Archives) 
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SUMMER 2016 SEASON 
 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Lee McNeely 
 
 Weather conditions during June and July 2016 were relatively normal other than a 
period of wet weather across a portion of the state during July. The average monthly 
temperature at most stations was close to normal to slightly above-normal during both June 
and July. The amount of rainfall was close to normal during June; however, much of the 
state received about one and a half to more than two times normal rainfall during July. For 
example, Bowling Green received a record amount of rainfall (more than 11 in) during 
July. The heavy rains across southern Kentucky resulted in the appearance of transient 
lakes like Morgan Pond (Christian County) and Chaney and McElroy Lakes (Warren 
County), which created exceptional waterbird habitat that extended into the fall season. 
Rarity highlights included Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks, Anhinga, and Swallow-tailed 
Kite. Least Terns appeared to have a dismal nesting season on the Mississippi River due to 
severe thunderstorms during July.  
 Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these 
reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports 
of out-of-season birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic 
documentation. This documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee 
(KBRC). Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are 
reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. 
 Abbreviations – County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/” 
symbol is used in place of “and”; “ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the 
observation was documented with photograph(s); “ba.” next to an observer’s initials 
indicates that the individual bird was banded; “†” next to an observer’s initials indicates 
that written details were submitted with the report; ad(s). = adult(s); juv(s). = juvenile(s); 
yg. = young. Place names: Adkins Swamp, Sinclair Unit Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg; 
Camp #11 = former Camp #11 mine, Union; DBNF = Daniel Boone National Forest; Falls 
of the Ohio, Jefferson; Horseshoe Road = sloughs along Horseshoe Road, w. Henderson; 
Kuttawa = Lake Barkley near Old Kuttawa Recreation Area, Lyon; Ky Dam 
(Livingston/Marshall); Ky Dam Village = Kentucky Dam Village SRP, Marshall; Lake No. 
9, w. Fulton; LBL = Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg; 
Melco = Melco flood retention basin, Jefferson; Mitchell Lake, Ballard WMA, Ballard; 
Morgan Pond, s. of KY 117 w. of US 41, Christian; Parsons Pond = transient pond along 
KY 739 sw. of Williams Store, Logan; s. of Middleton = transient pond along J. Ferguson 
Road, s. of Middleton, Simpson; Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit Sloughs WMA, Henderson; 
Sinclair Unit = Sinclair Unit Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg; SRP = State Resort Park; 
Swallow Spring Pond, n. of Beverly, Christian; WMA = Wildlife Management Area. 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck – up to 9 
were present at West Paducah, McCrack-
en, 31 May into June with at least 2 con-
tinuing through the season (ph. PC et al.). 
KBRC review required. 
 
Mute Swan – the resident pair at the Sin-
clair Unit was present during the season 
but without evidence of nesting detected 
(SG, TGr). 
 
Gadwall – a male lingered at Morgan Pond 
to at least 24 July (JH, ph. SA, BPa). 
 
Blue-winged Teal – a few lingered at and 
near Morgan Pond through the first week 
of June but without evidence of nesting 
detected (JH, TGr, SG, BPa, MM). 
 
Redhead – a male was present at Freeman 
Lake, Hardin, 19 June–8 July (JM, ph. 
JSn) 
 
Lesser Scaup – 25 at Kuttawa and 8 on 
Lake Barkley above the dam, all 2 June 
(BPa, MM) may have been injured, alt-
hough only 1 could be found at the former 
location 25 June (BPa). 
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Hooded Merganser – likely broods were 
reported only at Horseshoe Road during 
June (CC). A juv. was on Clifty Pond, 
Pulaski, 10 June (ph. RD) and a female 
was seen on the Cumberland River below 
Wolf Creek Dam, Russell, 21 June (TN, 
ph. DP). 
 
Red-breasted Merganser – there were two 
reports: 1 on Morgan Pond 1-6 June (ph. 
SG, TGr, JH, ph. SA, et al.) and 1 at the 
Falls of the Ohio 10-16 July (JW, ph. TB, 
RM, DSt). 
 
Common Loon – 1 lingered on Morgan 
Pond to 6 June (JH, ph. SA); 1 was on 
Lake Carnico, Nicholas, 10 June (ph. 
BW); 1 was at the Falls of the Ohio 24-25 
June (TR, ph. TB, et al.); 4 were on Ky 
Lake above the dam 2 June (BPa, MM) 
with 1 still there 1 July (HC, ME); and 1 
was on the Ohio River off Chilo, OH, 
Bracken, 19 July (ph. SC). 
 
Pied-billed Grebe – small numbers lingered 
on Morgan Pond into early June (JH, ph. 
SA, MT, et al.); July rains brought that 
body of water back up, and small numbers 
were again detected there during the last 
week of July (JH, ph. SA); 1 at a transient 
pond along C. Cauley Road, Logan, 29 
June (ph. FL) may have been nesting. The 
following mid- and late July reports may 
have represented early migrants or sum-
mering birds: 3 on Lake Herrington, Gar-
rard, 15 July (ph. RD); 1 at Henson Park, 
Boyle, 15 July (ML); 1 on Parsons Pond 
16 July (RD); 9 at Camp #11 on 24 July 
(BPa, BW); and 2 on Swallow Spring 
Pond 26 July (JH). 
 
Double-crested Cormorant – reports of 
summering birds away from known nest-
ing colonies included up to 16 at the Falls 
of the Ohio [26 June & 10 July] (JW) dur-
ing the season; 3 at Browns Ford, Barren 
River Lake, Allen, 15 June (LCr); 6 on the 
Casey Creek embayment of Green River 
Lake, Adair, 3 July (RD); and 30 on Bar-
ren River Lake, Allen/Barren, 16 July 
(KBo). 
 
Anhinga – 1 was seen soaring over the John 
P. Rhody Tree Nursery adjacent to Ky 
Dam Village, Marshall, 2 June (MM, ph. 
BPa). KBRC review required. 
American White Pelican – reports of inter-
est included 7 on Lake Barkley above the 
dam 2 June (BPa, MM); 34 on Lake Bark-
ley at Duck Island, Trigg, 10 June (HC, 
ME, AN); and 1 at the Falls of the Ohio 
9-10 July (ph. TB, CB, et al.). 
 
American Bittern – there was one report: 1 
seen in flight at Pioneer Park, Kenton, 6 
July (†DMa). 
 
Least Bittern – there were reports from two 
locations on the Sinclair Unit: 1-2 at Ad-
kins Swamp during the season (SG, TGr, 
et al.); and up to 11 on Muck Lake during 
July with an active nest and several juvs. 
present 23-24 July (ph. SG, TGr, et al.). 
 
Great Egret – reports of interest included 
47 at Morgan Pond 6 June (JH); 15 at Big 
Rivers WMA, Crittenden, 7 June (CC); 
and 43 in w. Henderson 11 July (CC). 
 
Snowy Egret – reports of interest included 1 
at the Falls of the Ohio 10 July (JW et 
al.); 18 at Lake No. 9 on 21 July (MGr); 
and 3 at Horseshoe Road 30 July (ph. 
CC). 
 
Little Blue Heron – reports of interest in-
cluded 2 at Wood Creek Lake, Laurel, 19 
July (ph. VK, fide AK) and 2 at Browns 
Ford, Barren River Lake, Allen, 21 July 
(BB). 
 
Black-crowned Night-Heron – the nesting 
colony at Winchester, Clark, was active 
through the season with yg. observed in 
several nests 24 June (ph. RD) and at least 
10 active nests observed 9 July (RO). 
 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron – there were 
reports from four locations: 1-2 along the 
South Fork Beargrass Creek at Buechel, 
Jefferson, 11 May+ (RS, ph. JBa, et al.) 
with an active nest nearby at St. Regis 
Park during July (SM); up to 3 along Cy-
press Creek, Marshall, during the season 
(m. ob.); 1 at the Falls of the Ohio 13/14 
July (RS fide BLo/BLo); and a juv. s. of 
Middleton 23 July (ph. RD). 
 
Osprey – 1 at Natural Bridge SRP, Powell, 
8 July (BG) was not near a known nesting 
territory but was the earliest of several 
July reports away from known nesting ter-
ritories so it may have been an early mi-
grant. 
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Swallow-tailed Kite – 1 was reported at Ft. 
Campbell, Christian, 8 July (†DMo). 
KBRC review required. 
 
Mississippi Kite – nesting birds were pres-
ent but not as conspicuous at Louisville 
this year with intermittent observations at 
St. Matthews, Jefferson (MC), and Chero-
kee Park, Jefferson (m. ob.); other reports 
of interest included 1-2 at the Sinclair Un-
it on several dates during July (TGr, HC, 
RD, ME, BPa, BW) and 1-2 along the 
Rail Trail nw. of Powderly, Muhlenberg, 
2-7 July (TGr). 
 
Bald Eagle – the number of active nesting 
territories was up 14% from 2015 with 
151 (20 more than in 2015) documented 
by the survey conducted by the Ky. Dept. 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KS). 
 
Northern Harrier – 1 was at Schochoh, 
Logan, 30-31 July (ph. ST). 
 
Common Gallinule – the only reports came 
from Adkins Swamp, where an ad. with 6 
yg. was found 11 June (†TGr, ph. SG) 
and at least 5 were still present 11 July 
(RD). 
 
American Coot – there were reports from 
four locales: up to 3 [11 June] at Adkins 
Swamp during the season (TGr, ph. SG, et 
al.); 1 at Old Pumphouse Pond, Pulaski, 4 
June (RD); 4 at Freeman Lake, Hardin, 
19 June (JM); and 1 at Camp #11 on 24 
July (BPa, BW). 
 
Black-necked Stilt – there were reports 
from three locales: 1 continuing from 
May at and near Morgan Pond to 24 July 
(JH) with 2 there 7 July (JH); 2 at Horse-
shoe Road 13-22 June (ph. CC); and 3 at 
Doug Travis WMA, Carlisle, 14-16 June 
(TK, JBr). 
 
Semipalmated Plover – 5 at Morgan Pond 
1 June (JH), 2 at Melco 2 June (RF), and 
1 at Horseshoe Road 3 June (CC) were 
the latest spring migrants to be reported; 1 
at Horseshoe Road 16 July (CC) was the 
earliest fall migrant to be reported. 
 
Killdeer – at least 200 at Morgan Pond 25 
June (BPa) with 350 there 1 July (JH), 
and 150 s. of Middleton 23 July (RD) rep-
resented the peak counts for the season. 
 
Stilt Sandpiper – 1 at Morgan Pond 2 June 
(BPa, MM, JH, ph. SA) was tardy; singles 
at Lake No. 9 (ph. HC, JP) and at Melco 
(†MA), both 14 July, and at the E.W. 
Brown Power Plant, Mercer, 15 July 
(†RD); and 3 near Morgan Pond 16 July 
(JH, ph. SA) were the earliest fall mi-
grants to be reported. Ten were at Mit-
chell Lake by 29 July (HC, JP). 
 
Least Sandpiper – 1 at Morgan Pond 1 
June (JH) was the latest to be reported; 
earliest fall migrants included 1 at Parsons 
Pond (ph. FL) and 3 at Horseshoe Road 
(ph. CC), both 30 June, and 6 at Morgan 
Pond 1 July (JH, ph. SA). Peak season 
counts included 24 at Melco 16 July 
(MA); 30 at Horseshoe Road 24 July 
(CC); and 24 at Mitchell Lake 29 July 
(HC, JP). 
 
White-rumped Sandpiper: 1 at Melco 2 
June (†RF) and 2 at Morgan Pond 6 June 
(JH) were the latest spring migrants to be 
reported. 
 
Pectoral Sandpiper – 4 at Lake No. 9 (HC, 
JP) and 1 at Melco (MA), both 14 July, 
were the earliest fall migrants to be re-
ported. Season peak counts included 84 s. 
of Middleton 16 July (RD) and 155 at 
Morgan Pond 25 July (JH). 
 
Semipalmated Sandpiper – 70 were still at 
Morgan Pond 1 June (JH) with 11 last 
seen there 6 June (JH); otherwise, 2 at 
Jacobson Park, Lexington, Fayette (LCo, 
DSv), and 2 at Melco (RF), both 2 June, 
and 2 at Horseshoe Road 9 June (ph. CC) 
were the latest spring migrants to be re-
ported. Earliest fall migrants included 1 at 
Lake No. 9 (HC. JP) and 7 at Mud Creek 
crossing of KY 94, Fulton (HC, JP), both 
14 July. Twenty were at Mitchell Lake by 
29 July (HC, JP). 
 
Short-billed Dowitcher – 1 at Melco 20 
July (EH) was the only one reported. 
 
Long-billed Dowitcher – 1 (seen and call 
notes heard) was rather early at the Camp 
#9 coal preparation plant, Union, 24 July 
(BPa, BW). 
 
Spotted Sandpiper – 1 lingered at Melco to 
9 June (MA); 1 at the Falls of the Ohio 25 
June (AM, BPi) was the earliest fall mi-
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grant to be reported; 2 along Mt. Zion 
Road, Kenton, 26 June (RC) were either 
early migrants or perhaps summering? 
 
Solitary Sandpiper – 1 near Morgan Pond 
29 June (JH) was the earliest to be repor-
ted. 
Greater Yellowlegs – 1 at Adkins Swamp 1 
July (HC, RD, ME) was the earliest fall 
migrant to be reported; 8 were at Morgan 
Pond by 7 July (JH). 
 
Lesser Yellowlegs – early season peak 
counts included 22 at Morgan Pond (JH, 
SA) and 32 s. of Middleton (RD), both 16 
July. 
 
Ring-billed Gull – 74 were at Ky Dam by 1 
July (HC, ME). 
 
Least Tern – the nesting season on the Mis-
sissippi River began well with more than 
200 pairs present adjacent to Middle Bar, 
Hickman, and 350-400 pairs present adja-
cent to the western side of Kentucky 
Bend, Fulton, during June (CP); however, 
severe thunderstorms during July ap-
peared to cause complete loss of chicks 
and resulted in most or all nests failing 
(CP). Other reports of interest included 5 
at Calvert City, Marshall, 2 June (BPa, 
MM) with 5 on the Tennessee River at 
Calvert City, Marshall, 24 July (BPa, 
BW); 1 along Binns Mill Road, nw. of 
Bennettstown, Christian, 27 June (ph. 
SB); and 12 at Mitchell Lake 29 July 
(HC, JP). 
 
Caspian Tern – reports of interest included 
8 on Lake Barkley at Duck Island, Trigg, 
10 June (HC, ME, AN); 3 on Ky Lake n. 
of Newburg, Calloway, 24 June (TQ); and 
11 at Ky Dam by 1 July (HC, ME). 
 
Black Tern – there were reports from three 
locales: 6 at Morgan Pond 7 July (JH) 
with 2-3 there on a few additional dates 
during the last week of July (JH); 1 at 
Lake No. 9 on 14 July (ph. HC, JP); and 3 
at Parsons Pond 16 July (ph. RD). 
 
Forster’s Tern – 1 at Morgan Pond 28 July 
(JH, ph. SA) was the only one reported. 
 
Black-billed Cuckoo – there were three re-
ports: 2 heard on the se. side of Lexing-
ton, Fayette, 11 June (DSv, LCo); 1 at 
Conservancy Park, Boone, 30 June (LM); 
and 2 heard w. of Antioch, Harrison, 4 
July (vo. E&LS). 
 
Barn Owl – a few seen at the Sinclair Unit 
during June (m. ob.) were the only ones 
reported. 
 
Peregrine Falcon – 14 territorial pairs were 
documented during the season, mostly at 
traditional sites along the Ohio River cor-
ridor; 12 of those pairs were documented 
with nesting attempts (Taylor 2016). A-
way from the Ohio River corridor, a pair 
nested successfully at a quarry along the 
Kentucky River, Franklin, and a territor-
ial pair remained present along the Dix 
River, Mercer, again this year but did not 
nest (Taylor 2016, ph. TN). A new pair 
was documented in downtown Louisville, 
but they did not nest (Taylor 2016). A 
total of 38 chicks hatched from the 12 
nestings (Taylor 2016). 
 
Least Flycatcher – 23 were tallied at the 
summit of Black Mountain, Harlan, 6 
June (RD). 
 
Bell’s Vireo – 1 singing along Husband 
Road, Paducah, McCracken, 25 June 
(BPa) was a local first. 
 
Common Raven – there was one report 
away from the Cumberland Mountains: 3 
over a surface mine at Flatwoods, e. of 
Dorton, Pike, 30 June (SF). 
 
Red-breasted Nuthatch – single indivi-
duals were found on a few occasions at 
the traditional nesting area at Rock 
Bridge, DBNF, Wolfe, during the season 
(m. ob.). 
 
Brown-headed Nuthatch – up to 4 were re-
ported at the nesting locale at Ky Dam 
Village during the season (m. ob.). 
 
Sedge Wren – 1 at Camp #11 on 24 July ap-
peared to be on territory (BPa, BW) and 
was the only one reported. 
 
Eastern Bluebird – nest box inventories at 
LBL and Lake Barkley SRP, Trigg, found 
nest box occupancy to have rebounded 
from lower totals the past two years 
(BPe). 
 
Swainson’s Thrush – a tardy migrant was 
reported along Hawk Creek, DBNF, Lau-
rel, 4 June (ph. TGo). 
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Cape May Warbler – unprecedented in the 
state during July was 1 along Pleasant 
Run Creek, Ludow, Kenton, 26 July (ph. 
KBi). 
 
Bachman’s Sparrow – the only report was 
from the traditional nesting area on Ft. 
Campbell, Trigg, 14 June (DMo). 
 
Lark Sparrow – up to 5 were reported 
along McDonald Landing Road, Hen-
derson, during the period (ph. CC et al.); 
a pair (including a female gathering nest-
ing material) was observed on Ft. Camp-
bell, Trigg, 15 June (DMo). 
 
Savannah Sparrow – 2 heard s. of Hardy-
ville, Hart, 3 June (JSo) with 1 still there 
17 June (JSo) were a local first during the 
breeding season. 
 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak – a male was 
present at a feeder n. of Canton, Trigg, 
15-16 June (KBr); a male at Riverpointe, 
Campbell, 23 June (LW) may have been a 
local breeder. 
 
Dickcissel – 5 at the Knott County Sports-
plex ne. of Soft Shell, Knott. 5 June (RD) 
represented a county first and is likely the 
farthest se. the species has ever been re-
ported in the state. 
 
Bobolink – at least 4 were present at the 
Camp Nelson Civil War Park, Jessamine, 
during June (DL, ASK, et al.) with 14 
there (including some carrying food) 23 
June (RD, GC). Other reports of likely 
territorial birds included 4 at Spindletop 
Farm, Fayette, 10 June (BW); 4 along 
Jackstown Road ne. of Paris, Bourbon, 10 
June (BW); 1 at the Bluegrass Army De-
pot, Madison, 20 June (NM); and 1 along 
Stoner Pike, Bourbon, 2 July (MGe). 
 
Pine Siskin – quite extraordinary was 1 at a 
feeding station ne. of Defoe, Henry, 13 
July for at least a week (RR). 
 
Addendum to the Spring 2016 report: 
 
Clay-colored Sparrow – 1 was present just 
e. of Waddy, Shelby, 3 May (ph. TS) (see 




 Observers: Sharon Arnold (SA), Audubon Society of Kentucky (ASK), Michael 
Autin (MA), Jamie Baker (JBa), Colleen Becker (CB), Tom Becker (TB), Sarah Bell (SB), 
Kimmy Birrer (KBi), Karen Bonsell (KBo), Barbara Brand (BB), Karon Broadbent (KBr), 
John Brunjes (JBr), Patricia Case (PC), Hap Chambers (HC), Suzanne Clingman (SC), Lisa 
Combs (LCo), Marge Constan (MC), Granville Cox (GC), Linda Craiger (LCr), Charlie 
Crawford (CC), Rodney Crice (RC), Roseanna Denton (RD), Steve Denton (SD), Melissa 
Easley (ME), Rand Falls (RF), Scott Freidhof (SF), Brian Gasdorf (BG), Michael Gertz 
(MGe), Tommy Goodwin (TGo), Steve Graham (SG), Teresa Graham (TGr), Mark Greene 
(MGr), Joe Hall (JH), Eddie Huber (EH), Albert Kayser (AK), Val Kayser (VK), Tim 
Kreher (TK), David Lang (DL), Michael Lauer (ML), Brian Lowry (BLo), Frank Lyne 
(FL), Don Martin (DMa), Natalie Maass (NM), Richard Mayfield (RM), John McCaw 
(JM), Lee McNeely (LM), Andrew Melnykovych (AM), Scott Miller (SM), Mark Monroe 
(MM), Daniel Moss (DMo), multiple observers (m. ob.), Tina Nauman (TN), Anne 
Newberry (AN), Ronan O’Carra (RO), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BPa), Bob Peak (BPe), 
Sydney Penner (SP), Don Perkins (DP), Bill Pike (BPi), Constance Powell (CP), Joshua 
Powell (JP), Tommy Quarles (TQ), Reuben Raber (RR), Taylor Ransdall (TR), Tanner 
Shepard (TS), Eric & Liz Shlapack (E&LS), Kate Slankard (KS), Robert Slaton (RS), 
Jennifer Snyder (JSn), Jeff Sole (JSo), Del Striegel (DSt), Dave Svetich (DSv), Melanie 
Torres (MT), Steve Tyson (ST), Lindsey Walters (LW), James Wheat (JW), Brian Wulker 
(BW). 
 
Additional Source: Taylor, L. 2016. 2016 Kentucky Peregrine Falcon Report. Ky. Dept. of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, Frankfort, KY. 
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KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
FALL 2016 MEETING 
 
Lake Cumberland State Resort Park, Jamestown, Kentucky 
16-18 September 2016 
 
Jane Bell and Steve Kistler 
 
 Vice-President David Lang called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. Friday evening. 
He welcomed the attendees; no new members were in attendance. David introduced Steve 
Kistler, who presented a most enjoyable bird quiz. Members were asked to identify birds 
based on partial photos. David then invited Tommy Quarles, our most recent Kingsolver 
Scholarship recipient, to speak on his experience at the ABA Young Birders’ Camp in 
Colorado. Tommy told of visiting several areas of the state including Rocky Mountain 
National Park and the Pawnee National Grassland during his week-long experience. Tom-
my’s total list of birds seen was 130 of which 59 were lifers. Next David introduced Zeb 
Weese, staff biologist for the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund (KHLCF). Zeb 
gave an overview of the work of the KHLCF. He described its efforts to conserve bird 
habitat and to provide birding opportunities in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The 
presentation included pictures of many of the natural areas that the KHLCF has helped to 
purchase and manage. 
 David announced the field trips for Saturday morning that would leave the park lodge 
at 8:00 a.m. Afternoon field trips would begin at 1:30 p.m. and were to include a plant walk 
and a Big Sit. The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. and was followed by a social hour. 
 President Pat Bell gaveled the Saturday evening meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Scott 
Marsh ran through the Kentucky checklist with the group to compile a list of species 
identified during the Saturday field trips. The groups had seen or heard 87 species. 
 Pat then asked the membership to vote on the proposed slate of officers for the coming 
year. They were as follows: Pat Bell, President; David Lang, Vice-President; Brainard Pal-
mer-Ball, Jr., Corresponding Secretary; Lee McNeely, Treasurer; and Blaine Ferrell, Re-
cording Secretary. Nominees for Councillor were Rob Foster and Scott Marsh, and the 
Beckham Bird Club representative nominee was Pam Spaulding. Carol Besse made a 
motion to approve the proposed slate, and Jane Bell seconded her motion. The slate was 
approved by unanimous voice vote. Pat thanked outgoing councillors, Bonnie Avery and 
Jeff Sole, for their work on behalf of KOS over the past three years. She also thanked Mary 
Yandell, the outgoing Beckham Bird Club representative, for her past three years of service 
on the board.  
 Pat Bell then reported that two grants had been approved from the Anne Stamm Fund 
for educational purposes: one to Steve Kistler for the purchase of six pairs of binoculars to 
aid in his bird hikes at Mammoth Cave National Park; the other to the Kentucky Asso-
ciation of Environmental Education for support materials for their Flying WILD program. 
 Pat then introduced the evening’s speaker, Kevin Karlson. Kevin entertained us with a 
lecture about migration, featuring many of his outstanding bird photographs and videos. 
His program was very well received by the audience. Following Kevin’s program, David 
Lang announced the times and locations for the Sunday morning field trips. Pat Bell closed 
the meeting with the announcement that the spring 2017 meeting will be held April 28-30 
at Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park. 
 
Attendance at the Fall 2016 K.O.S. Meeting 
 
Berea: Rebecca Bates, Gretchen Bolton, Paul Hager, Jennifer Perkins 
Bowling Green: Donovan & Vera Freeman 
Burlington: Lee McNeely 
Carlisle: Eva Lee & Wendell Kingsolver 
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Frankfort: Tommy Quarles 
Georgetown: David Lang 
Greenville: Steve & Teresa Graham 
Herndon: Annette, Kathleen, & Sarah Bell 
Hustonville: Crystal, John, & Samuel Christopher 
Lawrenceburg: Terry Anderson 
Lexington: Clay Bliznik, Nancy Braun, Rhonda Bryant, Scott Marsh, Teresa Noel, 
Bobbi & Lou Shain, Marie Sutton, Jeanne VanArsdell, Jim Williams 
Louisville: Jane & Pat Bell, Carol Besse, David & Terri Lusk, Brainard Palmer-
Ball, Jr., Pam Spaulding, Nancy Vance, James Wheat, Ben & Mary 
Yandell 
Midway: Zeb Weese 
Monticello: Ray Bontrager 
Munfordville: Janet & Steve Kistler 
Murray: Hap Chambers 
Russell Springs: Michael Trawbridge 
Science Hill: Roseanna Denton 
Upton: Bonnie Avery 
Waddy: Tanner Shepard 
Floyd Knobs, IN: Tom Becker, Colleen Craven-Becker 
Mt. Vernon, IN: Charles & Sharon Sorenson 
Cincinnati, OH: Brian Wulker 
 
Birds Observed at the Fall 2016 K.O.S. Meeting 
Lake Cumberland State Resort Park and vicinity 
 
 The following species were observed by KOS members during the weekend of 16-18 
September 2016 at Lake Cumberland State Resort Park and vicinity: Mallard, Wild Turkey, 
Common Loon, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey Vul-
ture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, 
American Golden Plover, Killdeer, Lesser Yellowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Rock Pigeon, 
Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl, Barred 
Owl, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Wood-
pecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern 
Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, American Kestrel, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, Acadian Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, White-eyed 
Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American 
Crow, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Carolina Chick-
adee, Tufted Titmouse, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Carolina Wren, 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Eastern Bluebird, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swainson's Thrush, Amer-
ican Robin, Gray Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, 
Cedar Waxwing, Worm-eating Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, 
Black-and-white Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Common Yellow-
throat, Hooded Warbler, American Redstart, Northern Parula, Magnolia Warbler, Bay-
breasted Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Pine Warbler, Yellow-
throated Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Canada Warbler, Eastern 
Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Northern Cardinal, Rose-
breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, House 
Finch, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. The total number of species was 92. 
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16TH REPORT OF THE KENTUCKY BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE  
 
Ben Yandell, KBRC Secretary-Chair 
 
 The Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) is a standing committee of the Ken-
tucky Ornithological Society (KOS). The KBRC maintains the official list of bird species 
documented as having occurred in the state. The committee reviews bird observations and 
takes formal votes to determine whether the available documentation substantiates the 
natural occurrence of the species within state boundaries.  
 To be accepted into Kentucky’s records, bird observations require review by the 
KBRC if the reported species is either rare in the state or reported at a very unusual place or 
time of year. A list of species that currently require review (the “Review List”) can be 
found at the end of this report. The Kentucky state list of birds, a rare bird report form, and 
the KBRC Bylaws are all available on the KOS web site at http://www.birdky.org/. 
 The KBRC published its first decisions in 1992 and has now reviewed more than 600 
records published in 16 separate Reports (Table 1). Overall, the KBRC has accepted 95% 
of the records it has reviewed. [Note: Report #9 lists only seven species removed from the 
state list, but given the resulting total, the report apparently also removed nonspecific 
Plegadis ibis, so Table 1 shows eight removals.] 
 In recent years, the work of the committee has become easier in some regards due to 
the increasing quantity and quality of photographic documentation, and the ready avail-
ability of such documentation and accompanying comments on the eBird and KOS Flickr 
websites. We also find, however, that formal submission of written documentation remains 
as rare as the bird sightings we review. The very first KBRC report (Monroe 1992) had a 
similar lament, “One major problem confronts the committee: the failure of persons to 
submit records of rare Kentucky birds to the committee.” 
 
Table 1. Summary of KBRC reviews: 1992 – 2016   
Report # 
# of Records Reviewed State List Changes/Total 











Total Year Vol:pp 
1 12 1 13 – – 343 1992 68(1):12-14 
2 8 2 10 2 – 345 1993 69(1):23-24 
3 7 4 11 1 – 346 1994 70(1):12-13 
4 12 2 14 4 – 350 1996 72(1):32-34 
5 16 0 16 1 – 351 1997 73(1):28-29 
6 13 2 15 3 – 354 1998 74(1):26-27 
7 20 1 21 5 – 359 1999 75(3):48-49 
8 18 3 21 4 – 363 2001 77(2):35-36 
9 19 1 20 4 8 359 2003 79(1):29-31 
10 14 0 14 4 – 363 2004 80(4):96-97 
11 28 0 28 3 – 366 2006 82(2):51-52 
12 81 0 81 11 – 377 2008 84(3):73-77 
13 75 6 81 3 – 380 2009 85(4):99-103 
14 88 5 93 5 1 384 2012 88(4):98-101 
15 128 0 128 1 – 385 2014 90(4):91-96 
16 78 7 85 – – 385 2016 92(4):84-90 
all 617 34 651 51 9 385  
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Recent KBRC activity 
 
 The summary below covers committee actions from November 2014 through Novem-
ber 2016. The last (15th) KBRC Report was published two years ago (Yandell 2014). The 
principal actions by the KBRC since the previous report are as follows:  
 
1. To clarify when documentation should be submitted to KBRC, extinct or extirpated 
birds will no longer be listed on the Review List. Whooping Crane (Grus americana), 
while remaining on the State List as an extirpated species, is no longer on the Review 
List. Whooping Cranes seen in Kentucky do not require KBRC review because they are 
from reintroduced populations that are not yet considered established. 
2. After review and unanimous vote of the current KBRC, Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus 
buccinator) is placed on the Review List, due to its occasional occurrence from estab-
lished populations in other states. We encourage the documentation of any new or prev-
iously unreported Trumpeter Swan observations to the KBRC and to eBird. The current 
action reinstates an action taken in 2006. The 11th KBRC report (McNeely 2006) states, 
“[A]s a result of the introduction and establishment of Trumpeter Swans in a few Great 
Lakes states and the subsequent appearance of these birds in Kentucky, the species was 
moved from Extirpated status to Introduced status, and it was added to the review list.” 
However, this change was not reflected in published lists.  
3. Bachman’s Sparrow (Peucaea aestivalis) is placed back on the Review List, with a note 
that birds at Fort Campbell do not require review. 
4. Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla) remains on the Review List, with an added note 
that birds at the location at Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park do not require 
review. 
5. The Kentucky State List of Birds remains at 385 species, including 7 extinct and extir-
pated species. The Review List comprises 98 species. The Hypothetical List (single-
observer; no photo, etc.) comprises nine species. 
 
 The summary below comprises 78 accepted records and seven records that were not 
accepted. Accepted records include the state’s second confirmed occurrence of Black-
throated Gray Warbler (Setophaga nigrescens).  
 Seven records are pending initial committee action, one is pending a second round of 
voting, and two are awaiting supporting documentation. We are closing 19 older observa-
tions for which the committee has no documentation. In addition, we are reviewing all 
recent reports of potential Iceland Gulls (Larus glaucoides) and will publish our findings in 
a later issue. 
 Committee members [* = current member] participating in these actions were Rose-
anna Denton*, Eddie Huber, David Lang*, Mark Monroe*, Brian Wulker*, and Ben 
Yandell* (Secretary). We thank the many birders who supplied the reports and photographs 
that make the committee’s work possible. We also thank the KOS Archivist, Brainard Pal-
mer-Ball, Jr., for his continuing work of many years in tracking and maintaining the records 
of Kentucky’s birds. 
 Each report listed below is displayed in the following sequence: Scientific Name. 
English Name (# of individuals if >1) [KBRC record #]; Date(s) present; Location, 
County name [Observer(s) († = written documentation; ba = banded; ph = photograph; vt = 
videotape)]. Species nomenclature and order follow the American Ornithologists’ Union 




 Note: Accepted status means that the KBRC considered the available documentation 
conclusive, either unanimously upon blind first review or by positive vote of all or all but 
one voting member upon discussion and re-review. Some of these records are several years 
old, and they may pertain to species that no longer require KBRC review. 
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Dendrocygna autumnalis. Black-bellied Whistling-duck (2) [#2013.050] 21-25 May, and again 
on two dates during Sep 2013; Frogue Lake s. of Elkton, Todd [JBy (†), m. ob.] 
Dendrocygna autumnalis. Black-bellied Whistling-duck [#2015.003] 18 Apr–19 May 2015; 
Lake Reba, Madison [KW(†), JSu, CG (ph), m. ob.] 
Dendrocygna autumnalis. Black-bellied Whistling-duck (4) [#2016.015] 22 May 2016; Iuka, 
Livingston [NE(†/ph)] 
Dendrocygna autumnalis. Black-bellied Whistling-duck (9) [#2016.018] 31 May–late Aug 
2016; West Paducah, McCracken [P&JC, JP (ph)] 
Podiceps grisegena. Red-necked Grebe [#2002.179] 3 Nov 2002; Brown Power Plant, Mercer 
[M&BC (ph)] 
Podiceps grisegena. Red-necked Grebe [#2002.165] 7-25 Jan 2002; Barren River Lake, 
Allen/Barren [DR (ph), RDn (†), m. ob.] 
Podiceps grisegena. Red-necked Grebe [#2002.168] 10 Apr 2002; Kentucky Lake above 
Kentucky Dam, Marshall [DR (ph)] 
Aechmophorus occidentalis. Western Grebe [#2002.163] 10 Apr 2002; Kentucky Lake above 
Kentucky Dam, Marshall [DR (ph)] 
Aechmophorus occidentalis. Western Grebe [#2002.161] 6-30 Nov 2002; Waitsboro Recreation 
Area, Lake Cumberland, Pulaski [RDn (†/ph), m. ob.] 
Aechmophorus occidentalis. Western Grebe [#2015.002] 27 Mar 2015; Morgan Pond, 
Christian [DM (†)] 
Zenaida asiatica. White-winged Dove [#2015.017] “through the summer of 2015” to 18 Sept 
2015; Bowling Green, Warren [TH (ph)] 
Zenaida asiatica. White-winged Dove [#2016.009] 15-16 Apr 2016; Erlanger, Kenton [HWN 
(†/ph)] 
Zenaida asiatica. White-winged Dove [#2016.010] 29 Apr 2016; Haltom Drive, Marshall [JP 
(†)] 
Archilochus alexandri . Black-chinned Hummingbird [2015.031] 28 Oct 2015–14 Jan 2016; 
ne. of Pottertown, Calloway [TGe, CR, BP (ba), m. ob.] 
Selasphorus rufus. Rufous Hummingbird [#2001.169] late Nov 2001–1 Jan 2002; Paris, 
Bourbon [VS, BP (ph)] 
Coturnicops noveboracensis. Yellow Rail [#2000.161] 14/21 Oct 2000; Sauerheber Unit 
Sloughs WMA, Henderson [DR, BP (†), m. ob.] 
Coturnicops noveboracensis. Yellow Rail [#2012.029] 23 Oct 2012; Surrey Hills Farm, 
Jefferson [BP (†), m. ob.] 
Himantopus mexicanus. Black-necked Stilt [#2001.167] 3-4 Jun 2001; Spindletop Research 
Farm, Fayette [JW, BP (†)] 
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel (5) [#2001.163] 19 May 2001; Lower Hickman Bottoms, 
Fulton [MM (ph), BP (†/ph), JL, AB] 
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel [#2015.009] 22 Apr 2015; Lower Hickman Bottoms, Fulton [JS 
(†/ph)] 
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel [#2015.010] 23 Apr 2015; McElroy, Warren [TD (†)] 
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel (3) [#2015.012] 7-8 May 2015; Lower Hickman Bottoms, 
Fulton [JS (ph), TGr, SG (†)] 
Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit (15) [#2001.165] 22 Apr 2001; Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson [BP 
(†), m. ob.] 
Calidris pugnax. Ruff [#2002.169] 24-25 Apr 2002; Morgan Pond, Christian [DR, RDn (ph), 
HC, BL] 
Calidris pugnax. Ruff [#2015.013] 17 May 2015; McElroy, Warren [BP, TD, MY (ph), BY(ph)] 
Calidris pugnax. Ruff [#2016.007] 17-18 Mar 2016; sw. of Sassafras Ridge, Fulton [MG (†/ph)] 
Calidris pugnax. Ruff [#2016.008] 1 Apr 2016; sw. of Sassafras Ridge, Fulton [BP (ph), EH 
(ph), SG (ph), TGr] 
Phalaropus lobatus. Red-necked Phalarope [#2001.166] 24-25 May 2001; Former Camp #11 
Mine, Union [BP (†/ph)] 
Phalaropus fulicarius. Red Phalarope [#2015.018] 11 Aug 2015; near Swan Lake, Ballard [HC 
(†/ph), ME, MY, BY (ph)] 
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Rissa tridactyla. Black-legged Kittiwake [#2000.162] 25 Nov 2000; Lake Barkley, Lyon [BP 
(†), m. ob.] 
Xema sabini. Sabine's Gull [#2015.028] 12-13 Dec 2015; Ramsey Farms, Wayne [RB (†/(ph)] 
Larus californicus. California Gull [#2015.007] 28 Feb–1 Mar 2015; Falls of the Ohio, 
Jefferson [BP (ph), m. ob.] 
Larus fuscus. Lesser Black-backed Gull [#2005.162] 21 Feb 2005; Lower Hickman Bottoms, 
Fulton [MT (ph)] 
Larus fuscus. Lesser Black-backed Gull (2) [#2007.161] 18 Feb 2007; Ohio River, Markland 
Dam, Gallatin [DR (ph), RDv] Note: only ad. photo’d; no doc on 1st yr. 
Larus fuscus. Lesser Black-backed Gull [#2007.162] 19 Feb 2007; Ohio River, Jefferson [BP 
(†/ph), JBe, PB] 
Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull [#2002.160] 11 Jan 2002; Kentucky Dam, 
Livingston/Marshall [DR (ph)] 
Gavia pacifica. Pacific Loon [#2002.162] 30 Mar–13 May 2002; Kentucky Lake above 
Kentucky Dam, Marshall [DR (ph), BP (†), m. ob.] 
Gavia pacifica. Pacific Loon [#2015.023] 30 Oct 2015; Green River Lake, Taylor [RDn (†/ph), 
m. ob.] 
Anhinga anhinga. Anhinga [#2015.016] 12 Jul 2015; Boyd's Branch, Kentucky Lake, Calloway 
[HC (†)] 
Anhinga anhinga. Anhinga [#2016.017] 2 Jun 2016; John P. Rhody Tree Nursery near Kentucky 
Dam, Marshall [MM, BP (ph)] 
Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron (white morph) [#2014.030] 13 Nov 2014; Long Creek 
Refuge, Land Between the Lakes, Trigg [LS (ph)] 
Plegadis falcinellus. Glossy Ibis [#2011.020] 16 Sep 2011; Owsley Fork Lake, Madison [AN 
(†/ph)] 
Plegadis falcinellus. Glossy Ibis [#2015.015] 27 Jun 2015; Prospect, Jefferson [AL (ph), KB 
(ph), m. ob.] 
Plegadis chihi. White-faced Ibis [#2015.021] 21 Oct 2015; Melco flood retention basin, 
Jefferson [BP (ph), (JBa (ph), m. ob.] 
Plegadis chihi. White-faced Ibis [#2016.013] 9 May 2016; Swallow Spring Pond, Christian 
[SA (ph), JH] 
Elanoides forficatus. Swallow-tailed Kite [#2016.030] 8 Jul 2016; Ft. Campbell, Christian [DM 
(†)] 
Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon [#2001.170] 4 Dec 2001-9 Feb 2002; Lower Hickman 
Bottoms, Fulton [DR (ph), m. ob.] 
Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon [#2014.033] 3-14 Dec 2014; Frostburg Road, Hopkins [TGr, 
SG, MY (ph), m. ob.] 
Empidonax minimus. Least Flycatcher [#2015.030] 19 Dec 2015; Lake No. 9, Fulton [BP 
(†/ph), m. ob.] 
Sayornis saya. Say's Phoebe [#2014.028] 20 Oct 2014; State Line Road, Allen [MBy (†)] 
Tyrannus verticalis. Western Kingbird [#2011.022] 3 Oct 11; near Dot, Logan [FL (†/ph)] 
Tyrannus forficatus. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher [#2002.174] 1 June–7 July 2002; Grand Rivers, 
Livingston [RR, JQ, DR (ph), m. ob.] 
Tyrannus forficatus. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher [#2002.172] 19 June 2002; Near Bagdad, Shelby 
[CM (ph)] 
Tyrannus forficatus. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher [#2002.175] 29 June–11 October 2002; Barkley 
Dam, Lyon [HC, CP, BP (†), m. ob.] 
Poecile atricapillus. Black-capped Chickadee (3+) [#2001.164 (includes #2002.167)] 20 Nov 
2001–10 April 2002; Blaine, Lawrence [SF, MM (ba), BP (†/ph), DR]  
Acanthis flammea. Common Redpoll [#2013.004] 13 Feb 2013; Independence, Kenton [GD (†)] 
Acanthis flammea. Common Redpoll (2) [#2015.001] 2 Feb–26 Mar 2015; Lexington, Fayette 
[AHo, CV, MY (ph), BY (ph), m. ob.] 
Acanthis flammea. Common Redpoll [#2015.027] 27 Nov 2015; sw. of Hubble, Lincoln [JE 
(ph)] 
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Acanthis flammea. Common Redpoll (2) [#2016.002] 12 Feb–6 Mar 2016; Highland Cemetery, 
Kenton [AC, JR (ph), RF, EG, m. ob.)] 
Acanthis flammea. Common Redpoll [#2016.005] 6-13 Mar 2016; Schochoh, Logan [ST (†/ph)] 
Mniotilta varia. Black-and-white Warbler [#2014.034] 20 Dec 2014; Raven Run Sanctuary, 
Fayette [JCo (†)] 
Mniotilta varia. Black-and-white Warbler [#2016.026] 6 Jan 2016; Raven Run Sanctuary, 
Fayette [AW (ph)] 
Setophaga nigrescens. Black-throated Gray Warbler [#2015.025] 4 Nov–6 Dec 2015; Surrey 
Hills Farm, Jefferson [BP (ph), m. ob.] 
Icteria virens. Yellow-breasted Chat [#2016.001] 17 Jan 2016; McMillan's Landing, Monroe 
[NB (†)] 
Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow [#2001.162] 30 Apr 2001; Sawyer Park, Jefferson [JBe, 
PB, BP (†), m. ob.]  
Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow [#2016.029] 3 May 2016; Waddy, Shelby [(TS (†/ph)]  
Zonotrichia querula. Harris's Sparrow [#2001.161] 28 Jan–26 Apr 2001; Lower Hickman 
Bottoms, Fulton [BP (†/ph), RDn, HC, RH, m. ob.] 
Zonotrichia querula. Harris's Sparrow [#2014.032] 8 Dec 2014–4 May 2015; near Dot, Logan 
[FL (ph), m. ob.] 
Zonotrichia querula. Harris's Sparrow [#2015.011] 26-30 April 2015; Peabody WMA, Vogue 
Unit, Muhlenberg [BW (ph), CW, BP (ph)] 
Junco hyemalis. Dark-eyed “Oregon” Junco [#2015.005] 2 Feb 2015; Long Run Park, 
Jefferson [KB (†/ph)] 
Junco hyemalis. Dark-eyed “Oregon” Junco [#2015.022] 26 Oct 2015–11 Mar 2016; Douglass 
Hills, Jefferson [BY (†/ph), MY (ph)] 
Piranga ludoviciana. Western Tanager [#2016.011] 5 May 2016; Hestand, Monroe [NB (†)] 
Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird [#2003.162] 27 Sep–29 Oct 2003; 
Former Camp #11 Mine, Union [BP (†), m. ob.] 
Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird [#2012.028] 16 Oct 2012; Sinclair, 
Muhlenberg [BP (†), EH] 
Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird [#2016.012] 8 May 2016; nw. of 
Ault, Elliott [EG (ph)] 
Icterus galbula. Baltimore Oriole [#2016.025] 1 Jan 2016; sw. side of Murray, Calloway 
[K&JM (ph)] 
Icterus galbula. Baltimore Oriole [#2016.027] 20 Jan–7 Feb 2016; ne. of Goshen, Oldham [BD 
(ph), m. ob.] 
Icterus galbula. Baltimore Oriole [#2016.028] 28 Jan 2016; ne. of Bardstown, Nelson [PG (ph)] 
 
Observers: Multiple additional observers (m. ob.), Sharon Arnold (SA), Jamie Baker 
(JBa), Aprile Balistrere (AB), John Beachy (JBy), Matthan Beachy (MBy), Nathan Beachy 
(NB), Jane Bell (JBe), Pat Bell (PB), Karen Bonsell (KB), Ray Bontrager (RB), Andrew 
Cannizzaro (AC), Margaret & Bill Case (M&BC), Patricia & Jeff Case (P&JC), Hap 
Chambers (HC), John Cox (JCo), Brian Davis (BD), Gene Dennis (GD), Roseanna Denton 
(RDn), Robert Dever (RDv), Tom Durbin (TD), Melissa Easley (ME), Jackie Elmore (JE), 
Nancy Ettinger (NE), Ron Foltz (RF), Scott Freidhof (SF), Elizabeth Garris (EG), Paula 
Geihs (PG), Teresa Gemeinhardt (TGe), Steve Graham (SG), Teresa Graham (TGr), Mark 
Greene (MG), Caitlin Gussenhoven (CG), Joe Hall (JH), Richard Healy (RH), Alice 
Howell (AHo), Eddie Huber (EH), Terry Hudson (TH), Jen Leyhe (JL), Amy Lint (AL), 
Bill Lisowsky (BL), Frank Lyne (FL), Kathy & John Mitchell (K&JM), Mark Monroe 
(MM), Calvin Montfort (CM), Daniel Moss (DM), Andy Newman (AN), Brainard Palmer-
Ball (BP), Clell Peterson (CP), Josh Powell (JP), Jamie Quinn (JQ), David Roemer (DR), 
Cynthia Routledge (CR), Jeff Rowe (JR), Robert Rowe (RR), Vicky Sanders (VS), Tanner 
Shepard (TS), Jeff Sole (JS), Lisa Stinnett (LS), Josh Suich (JSu), Mike Todd (MT), Steve 
Tyson (ST), Carl Vogel (CV), Katheryn Watson (KW), Anna Wiker (AW), Jim Williams 
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(JW), Chris Wood (CW), Helen Wright-North (HWN), Brian Wulker (BW), Ben Yandell 
(BY), Mary Yandell (MY). 
 
Records Not Accepted 
 
 Note: Non-accepted status means that the KBRC considered the available document-
tation inconclusive, either unanimously upon blind first review or by negative vote of at 
least two voting members upon discussion and re-review. Non-acceptance does not 
necessarily mean that the committee believes the report to be in error.  
 
Branta bernicla. Brant [#2012.005] 3 Jan 2012; Long Point Unit Reelfoot NWR, Fulton  
Elanoides forficatus. Swallow-tailed Kite [#2013.035] 14 Aug 2013; LBL, Elk & Bison, Trigg  
Thryomanes bewickii. Bewick's Wren [#2012.013] 10 May 2012; Kentucky Lake Drive, Lyon  
Thryomanes bewickii. Bewick's Wren [#2013.013] 16 Apr 2013; WKU Woods, Warren  
Setophaga palmarum hypochrysea. “Yellow/Eastern” Palm Warbler [#2012.045] 26 Nov 
2012; se. of Mt. Zion, Allen  
Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow (2) [#2011.023] 18 Oct 2011; Anchorage Trail, 
Jefferson  
Zonotrichia querula. Harris's Sparrow [#2015.014] 24 May 2015; Bronston, Pulaski 
 
Older reports closed without review 
 
 The KBRC is closing the following 19 reports without review. We are unable to ac-
cept these observations, due to the absence of supporting documentation (written summary 
or photographs). These reports may be reconsidered if documentation becomes available. 
 
Podiceps grisegena. Red-necked Grebe 13 Nov 2002; Kentucky Lake, Marshall  
Selasphorus rufus. Rufous Hummingbird mid-Nov 2003; Bowling Green, Warren  
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel (3) 16 May 2000; Kentucky Dam, Livingston/Marshall 
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel (2) 16 May 2000; Lake Barkley/Kentucky Lake, Lyon/Marshall 
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel 17 May 2000; Smithland Dam, Livingston  
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel (15) 17 May 2000; Brown Power Plant, Mercer  
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel (4) 17 May 2002; Morgan Pond, Christian  
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel (2) 15 Aug 2006; Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson  
Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit (2) 17 Sep 2002; Smithland Dam, Livingston  
Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull 4 Oct 2001; Kentucky Lake, Marshall  
Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull 6-10 Jan 2005; Kentucky Lake, Marshall  
Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon 17 Mar 2002; Lower Hickman Bottoms, Fulton  
Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon 28 Aug 2002; Kentucky Bend, Fulton  
Tyrannus verticalis. Western Kingbird 21 Oct 2002; Hickman, Fulton  
Tyrannus forficatus. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 18 Jun 2002; LBL, Trigg  
Peucaea aestivalis. Bachman's Sparrow 28 Jun 2002; Near Hamlin, Calloway  
Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow 24 Aug 2003; Tom Sawyer Park, Jefferson  
Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow 25 Sept 2006; Garvin Brown Preserve, Jefferson  




American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU). 1998. Check-list of the birds of North America, 
7th ed. American Ornithologists’ Union, Lawrence, KS. 829 pp. 
American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU). 2016. Fifty-seventh Supplement to the American 
Ornithologists’ Union Check-list of North American Birds. 
http://www.aoucospubs.org/doi/pdf/10.1642/AUK-16-77.1 Adapted from 
http://checklist.aou.org/taxa/. Accessed 3 November 2016. 
McNeely, L. 2006. 11th Report of the Kentucky Bird Records Committee. The Kentucky 
Warbler 82:51-52. 
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Monroe, Jr., B.L. 1992. First Report of the Kentucky Bird Records Committee. The Ken-
tucky Warbler 68:12-14. 
Yandell, B. 2014. 15th Report of the Kentucky Bird Records Committee. The Kentucky 
Warbler 90:91-96. 
 
—513 Lymington Ct., Louisville, KY, 40243; (benyand@gmail.com) 
 






















































































Black-throated Gray Warbler 
Green-tailed Towhee 
Spotted Towhee 












Notes: Species not on the Kentucky State List of Birds or listed as extinct or extirpated also 
require review. Whooping Cranes observed in Kentucky are from non-established, 
reintroduced populations and do not require review. Birds observed outside usual locations 
or seasons require review. Records documented by banding or as specimens do not require 
review, unless requested. After multiple confirmations of the species, later observations in 
irruption years may not require review. Species order based on American Ornithologists’ 
Union Check-List of North American Birds, Fifty-Seventh Supplement (AOU 2016). 
 
a Brown-headed Nuthatch does not require review if observed at the traditional location at 
Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park. 
b Bachman’s Sparrow does not require review if observed at Fort Campbell. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
 
Visit the K.O.S. Web Site! 
 
 You may find information about the Society on our web site at the following address: 
www.birdky.org. Please bookmark this web site address, as the former web site will be 
removed when the migration of all information is completed.  
 
Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Available 
 
 The Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to 
honor the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions of 
Ginny and her husband, Wendell, to K.O.S. and to environmental education efforts across 
Kentucky. The scholarship is available to a young birder between the ages of 13 and 18 
who lives in Kentucky. The Fund will pay tuition for a young birder to attend an American 
Birding Association Summer Camp. Details about the A.B.A. camps can be found on the 
A.B.A. website. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the form 
found on the K.O.S. web site (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund.html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend, and include a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Recipients will be asked to report on 
their camp experience either in person to their local bird club, to K.O.S. at a meeting, or in 
writing. The deadline to apply for a 2017 Kingsolver Scholarship is April 1, 2017. 
 
K.O.S. Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 
 
 The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the 
deeper appreciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of 
up to $500, please contact Scott Marsh by mail at 4401 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lex-
ington, KY, 40509, or via email at (scott.marsh@twc.com). 
 
Kentucky Bird Records Committee 
 
 The Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) is charged with determining the 
validity of records of rare and out-of-season birds in Kentucky. Sightings of such birds 
should be documented with information supporting the identification and promptly sub-
mitted to the KBRC. Photographic evidence is desirable but not essential. Electronic docu-
mentation is preferred and should be submitted to KBRC Secretary, Ben Yandell, via e-
mail at benyand@gmail.com. If electronic submission is not feasible, paper documentation 
can be mailed to Ben Yandell, KBRC Secretary, 513 Lymington Ct., Louisville, KY 40243. 
 
The Kentucky Warbler Available in PDF Format 
 
 Members of the Kentucky Ornithological Society who wish to receive quarterly issues 
of the Society’s journal, The Kentucky Warbler, in electronic format rather than hard copy 
through the mail may now receive them by email. If you wish to receive future issues of 
The Kentucky Warbler in digital PDF format, email the Society’s Corresponding Secretary, 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., at (brainard@mindspring.com). 
 
It’s Time to Renew Your Membership for 2017! 
 
 Enclosed with this issue of The Kentucky Warbler is a membership renewal sheet and 
addressed envelope. Life members will receive a sheet listing opportunities to donate to the 
Society’s various funds that are used for specific bird conservation activities. 
 






Anhinga, Marshall Co. 
2 June 2016 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks (6 of up to 9), McCracken 
22 June 2016 
John Brunjes 
 
Least Bittern on nest, MuhlenbergCo. 
23 July 2016 
Steve Graham 
 
Lark Sparrow, Henderson Co. 
8 June 2016 
Pam K. Spaulding 
 
Cape May Warbler, Kenton Co. 
26 July 2016 
Kimmy Birrer 
